OMCOS -4 Symposium Report

was approached to consider hosting this

meeting early in 1984 by Bob Bergman
as the International Advisory Board wanted
to have this meeting somewhere in North
America. I was reluctant to jump in because
at the time I was relatively junior and only
about half of my research effort involved or-
ganometallic chemistry directed towards or-
ganic synthesis. Fortunately, a co-chair was
found, Gary Posner from Johns Hopkins
University, and between the two of us, we
managed to successfully host this important
international meeting. Although it has been
almost 24 years since that meeting, one of the
memorable events was the Salmon Barbecue
on the Wednesday evening at the Museum
of Anthropology overlooking the beautiful
coastal mountains and Burrard inlet. As the
titles and names of the 10 Plenary Lectur-

ers (PLN) and 10 Invited Speakers (INV)
below indicate, it was a truly international
meeting with many of the giants of organic
and organometallic chemistry represented.
While much of the “hot” chemistry then is of
course the stuff of undergraduate textbooks
now, one can read that even back then, tran-
sition metal catalysis was incredibly impor-
tant, and there are numerous abstracts with
the phrase “palladium catalyzed.” promi-
nent, reaffirming the choice of the 2010 No-
bel Prize in Chemistry to Heck, Suzuki and
Negishi. On behalf of all of organizers from
OMCOS-1V, we extend our best wishes to all
of the participants and organizers of OM-
COS 16. The chemistry continues to change
but the enthusiasm for this meeting is still
vibrant.

Michael Fryzuk,
‘University of British Columbia
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